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Overview of programmes and activities

What is ASPnet?

Established in 1953, the UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPnet) is a
global network of learning institutions committed to bringing UNESCO’s
values to life through their actions, policies, curricula and organization.

Network schools share a mission: preparing youth to build a peaceful, just,
and sustainable world.

Today, the Network includes close to 10,000 institutions within 180
national networks (as of 24 September 2025) from pre-primary to
secondary level, as well as teacher training and technical and vocational
centres. This represents over 5 million students and over 340,000 teachers.
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The mission

Member schools are expected to embed UNESCO values in every aspect of
school life —i.e. the policies, practices and lessons.

For the period 2025-2029, the Network is focusing on three themes:
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Advancing Promoting Fostering global
sustainable intercultural and citizenship, non-
development heritage learning violence and peace

through education

These commitments align with UNESCQO’s mission and with Sustainable
Development Goal 4 on Education (Target 4.7): education for sustainable
development and global citizenship.

Since 2023, the Network is also championing the implementation of the
Recommendation on Education for Peace, Human Rights and Sustainable
development — a landmark document adopted by all Member States by
consensus.
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The ASPnet ecosystem

Each country has a National Coordinator who supports and leads a national
network of learning institutions (“members”). Member schools exchange ideas,
collaborate and support international campaigns that advance the ideals of
UNESCO. Members lead by example in their community by implementing projects
that strengthen their capacities to deliver quality and relevant education.

The ASPnet team at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris validates and manages
the global membership list, supports community engagement, helps to ensure
that the Network supports UNESCO’s programme objectives and fosters

continuous learning and innovation among its members.

By joining ASPnet, schools become trusted partners of UNESCO’s programmes
and networks such as its Biosphere Reserves, Global Geoparks, World Heritage

sites, UNESCO Chairs, the Creative Cities Network, and more.

Figure 1: The ASPnet ecosystem
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and capacities education personnel Development Goals

How to join the Network?

The application process is open to all motivated learning institutions recognized
by national authorities, from pre-primary to secondary, including technical and
vocational and teacher training institutions - whether private or public.

Joining the ASP Network is free. To know more: ASPnet Connect.
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Examples of ASPnet initiatives and resources

The Sandwatch Project
(Islandwatch since 2025) is a

global initiative that started in 1998
and now includes over 50 countries.
Participants engage in activities
such as measuring beach erosion
and documenting human impact on
the environment, enhancing
scientific literacy as well as
community engagement. To know
more, consult these publications:
Introduction to Sandwatch and
Sandwatch, adapting to climate
change and educating for
sustainable development.

World Heritage in Young Hands is
a joint programme of ASPnet and
the UNESCO World Heritage
Centre. Through the World
Heritage in Young Hands Kit, the
programme empowers students as
responsible and engaged global
citizens and stewards of our World
Heritage.

The ASPnet Transatlantic Slave Trade
Route Project was launched in 1998
under the title "Breaking the Silence."
The Project aims to increase awareness
on the causes and consequences of the
Transatlantic Slave Trade — including
modern forms of slavery and racism —
through educational exchanges and
sharing good practice.

The "Young Climate Action for World
Heritage" project links World Heritage
education, climate change and
Education for Sustainable
Development. Six World Heritage sites
worked together with 21 schools from
across Europe to explore how young
people can act on climate change
through the lens of World Heritage.
The project encouraged a holistic view
of the challenges facing World
Heritage today, while inspiring
students to imagine sustainable
futures. To know more, see the
German UNESCO Commission's new
publication.
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First Collection of good practices for quality education (Available in

English, French, Spanish)

ﬂ Second Collection of good practices: education for sustainable

X development (Available in English, French, Spanish, Arabic)

i‘ Third Collection of good practices: intercultural dialogue in support of
K quality education (Available in English)

ASPnet Toolkit (Available in English, French, Spanish)




UNESCO - a global leader in education
Education is UNESCO's top priority because it is a
basic human right and the foundation for peace
and sustainable development. UNESCO is the
United Nations' specialized agency for education,
providing global and regional leadership to drive

progress, strengthening the resilience and capacity

of national systems to serve all learners. UNESCO
also leads efforts to respond to contemporary
global challenges through transformative learning,
with special focus on gender equality and Africa
across all actions.

unesco

United Nations
Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

The Global Education 2030 Agenda

UNESCO, as the United Nations' specialized agency for
education, is entrusted to lead and coordinate the
Education 2030 Agenda, which is part of a global
movement to eradicate poverty through 17 Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030. Education, essential to
achieve all of these goals, has its own dedicated Goal 4,
which aims to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities
for all.” The Education 2030 Framework for Action
provides guidance for the implementation of this
ambitious goal and commitments.
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Stay in touch

a aspnet@unesco.org

https://www.unesco.org/
en/aspnet

Follow @UNESCO on social media
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UNESCO Associated Schools Network
Education Sector

7, place de Fontenoy

75007 Paris

France
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